DR-J-MICHELL CLARKE
This fortunate condition we owe to the great advance of modern science, which has extended the scope of the healing art, widened its interests, and brought it into touch with almost every form of scientific activity. We have only to consider modern surgery in order to realise the great gulf, the absolute difference in kind, which divides the medicine of the present day from that of even so recent a time as one hundred years ago.
Science has entered so fully into our lives, has become such an intimate part of them, and we have come to regard this so much as a matter of course, that we rarely stop to think over the great changes that it has wrought.
The practice of medicine and surgery now consists essentially of the application to our art of the discoveries made in physics, chemistry, electricity, and biology. We might define presentday medicine as science applied to the study and treatment of disease. Not only is this true of practical methods, but thought and opinion have also been modified to an extent that we hardly realise. It is difficult to put ourselves into the mental attitude of our predecessors towards the problems of life, but I shall probably be correct in saying that the theory of evolution has effected no less striking a change in philosophy, in our views of life, and of the nature of the universe, than applied science has in our daily practice. We 
